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Curriculum vitae

since 2009	 Director, Institute for Medical Physics and Biophysics, Charité
since 2007	 Professor (W3), Biophysics, Charité and member, Sciences Faculty I,  

Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 
2006 – 2007	 Associate Professor (W2, tenured), Biophysics, Charité
2002 – 2008	 Leader, junior research group, Volkswagen Stiftung
2002 – 2006	 Assistant Professor, Charité
1998 – 2002	 Research associate (Prof. Joachim Frank), Howard Hughes Medical Institute/

Wadsworth Center
1996 – 1998	 Postdoctoral scientist with Prof. K.H. Nierhaus, Max Planck Institute for Molecular 

Genetics
1996	 Degree: Dr. rer. nat., Freie Universität Berlin
1992 – 1996 	 Graduate student (Prof. Knud H. Nierhaus), Max Planck Institute for Molecular 

Genetics
1991	 Diploma in Biochemistry, Freie Universität Berlin
1986 – 1991	 Study of Biochemistry, Freie Universität Berlin 

Research fields

Our general interest is the structural biology of large macromolecular machines and assemblies: 
n �Cryo-electron microscopy (cryo-EM) in combination with digital image processing (single particle 

approach) to determine the structure of large macromolecular assemblies and machines
n �Cryo-electron microscopy of macromolecular machines; structure and function of ribosomes

Activities in the scientific community, honors, awards   

2012	 Chair, 3D EM Gordon Research Conference
2011	 Vice Chair, 3D EM Gordon Research Conference
since 2011	 Spokesperson Collaborative Research Center (SFB) 740
2009	 Organizer, International Symposium on “Membranes and Modules (together with V. 

Haucke)
2007	 Professor (W3), Cluster of Excellence, „Cellular Networks“ at the Ruprecht Karls 

Universität Heidelberg (declined)
2007	 Professor (W3), Cluster of Excellence „Macromolecular Complexes“ at the Johann 

Wolfgang Goethe Universität Frankfurt am Main (declined)
2007 – 2010	 Deputy spokesperson, Collaborative Research Center (SFB) 740
2006	 Chairman, CSHL Translational Control Meeting 
2004 – 2007	 Young Investigator, European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO)
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