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Curriculum vitae

since 2009	 Member, Board of Directors, NeuroCure Cluster of Excellence 
since 2009	 Speaker Collaborative Research Center (SFB) 665, “Developmental Disturbances in 

the Nervous System” 
since 2009	 Professor (W3), Neurobiology, NeuroCure Cluster of Excellence, Charité
2008 – 2010	 Professor, Department of Molecular and Human Genetics and Department of 

Neuroscience (joint primary appointment), Baylor College of Medicine, Houston
2005 – 2008 	 Director, Mouse Synaptic Plasticity Core, Mental Retardation Research Center, Baylor 

College of Medicine, Houston
2003 – 2008	 Associate Professor, Department of Molecular and Human Genetics and Department 

of Neuroscience (joint primary appointment), Baylor College of Medicine, Houston 
1999 – 2003	 Lecturer in Physiology, University of Göttingen, Germany
1998 – 2003	 Principal investigator and Heisenberg fellow, Department of Membrane Biophysics, 

Max Planck Institute for Biophysical Chemistry, Göttingen 
1995 – 1997	 Helmholtz fellow, Workgroup Cellular Neurobiology (Dr. Marty), Max Planck Institute 

for Biophysical Chemistry, Göttingen
1993 – 1995	 Howard Hughes fellow (Advisor: Dr. Charles Stevens), Molecular Neurobiology 

Laboratories, The Salk Institute, La Jolla, California 
1989 – 1993	 PhD in Physiology (Advisor: Prof. G. Westbrook), Vollum Institute, Oregon Health 

Sciences University, Portland, Oregon 
1984 – 1989	 Studies in Pharmacy, University of Frankfurt, 3rd Staatsexamen in Pharmacy

Research fields

Our group is active in the field of cellular and molecular neurobiology with the following major areas:
n �Molecular physiology of the synapse
n �Modulation and development of synaptic transmission, plasticity, and neuronal networks
n �“Synaptopathy” in neurological-psychiatric disorders such as epilepsy, Alzheimer’s disease, mental 

retardation, and autism

Activities in the scientific community, honors, awards   

2010 – 2015	 Advanced Grant, European Research Council  (ERC)
2007 – 2010 	 Human Frontier Science Program award RGP35/2007 
2007 – 2009 	 Research grant, International Rett Syndrome Foundation 
2005 – 2010 	 Core facility grant, NIH HD024064 Synaptic Physiology 
2005 – 2010 	 Two principal investigator NIH R01 Research grants (NS050655; NS051262)
2005 – 2009 	 Member, NIH SYN study section, CSR, NIH
2005 – 2010	 Member, Faculty of 1000
1999 – 2003	 Heisenberg Stipend 
1995 – 1997 	 Helmholtz Stipend
1993 – 1995	 Howard Hughes Research Fellowship 
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