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Curriculum vitae

since 2008	 Member, Steering Committee, “Competence Network for Degenerative Dementias” 
(KNDD), Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

2002 – 2006	 Coordinator, Priority Program “Cellular mechanisms of Alzheimer‘s disease”, 		
German Research Foundation (DFG)

since 2003	 Head, Department of Biochemistry, Freie Universität Berlin
since 2002 	 University Professor (W3), Biochemistry, Freie Universität Berlin
1999 – 2002	 Project group leader, Center for Molecular Biology at the University of Heidelberg 

(ZMBH)
1996 	 Habilitation, University of Heidelberg 
1992 	 Junior group leader, ZMBH
1986 	 PhD, Institute of Genetics, University  of Cologne
1986 	 Research, Prof. Dr. Colin L. Masters, M.D., Department of Pathology, University of 

Western Australia
1984	 Diploma in Biology, University of Cologne 
1979 – 1986 	 Studies in Biology, University of Cologne
 

Research fields

Our group is active in the field of cellular and molecular neurobiology, in the following major areas:
n �Neurodegeneration and inflammation
n �Amyloid toxicity and synaptic plasticity
n �Molecular mechanisms of toxicity of mutant or misfolded aggregation prone proteins (including 

pathway analyses, gene regulation, and signaling processes) 
n �Enzyme mediated clearance and protecting mechanisms in late-stage diseases
n �Nanomaterials for diagnosis and therapy

Activities in the scientific community, honors, awards   

2010	 International Copper Award, International Copper Association
2010	 Board member, Verum Foundation
2007	 Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences Award (to Lisa Munter, PhD thesis 2007) 
2007	 Innovation Award, Bioregions in Germany for diagnosis and therapy research
2005	 Copper Award, International Copper Association 
1999	 Alzheimer Forschung Initiative (AFI)
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