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Curriculum vitae

since 2002	 Professor of Psychiatry, Director and Chair, Department of Psychiatry and 
Psychotherapy (CCM), Charité 

2000 – 2002	 Professor (W3) and Associate Director, Addiction Research, University of Heidelberg 
1998 – 1999	 Research supervisor, Department of Neurology, Ruhr-University Bochum
1998	 Venia legendi (Habilitation) in Psychiatry, Freie Universität Berlin
1995 – 1997 	 Special volunteer, Clinical Brain Disorders Branch, National Institutes of Mental Health, 

NIH, Bethesda
1994	 MA in Philosophy, Freie Universität Berlin
1992 – 1995	 Research on dopamine and serotonin dysfunction, Department of Psychiatry,  

Freie Universität Berlin
1988 – 1991	 Research on dopamine dysfunction, Department of Neurology, University of Bochum
1988 – 1997	 Philosophical and anthropological studies, Freie Universität Berlin, and Howard 

University, Washington DC
1988	 Dissertation (M.D.), magna cum laude, University of Bochum 
1988	 State examination and approbation in Medicine
1984 – 1987	 Medical studies, Freie Universität Berlin
1980 – 1984	 Medical studies, University of Bochum

Research fields

Our group is active in the field of mono-aminergic dysfunction in psychiatric disorders, combining 
genetic research, and multimodal brain imaging techniques, with the following major areas:
n �Gene-gene interaction effects on functional brain activation elicited by affective cues
n �Dopaminergic dysfunction and the brain reward system in alcoholism and schizophrenia 
n �Stress effects on serotonergic dysfunction and the behavior inhibition system in drug addiction, 

major depression, and obsessive-compulsive disorders
n �Concepts of reward, punishment, and motivation in philosophy, neuroscience, and transcultural 

psychiatry

Activities in the scientific community, honors, awards   

2010	 Chair (elected), Leibniz Institutes for Neurobiology, Magdeburg
2007	 President, Association of German Chairs of Psychiatric University Departments
2007	 President, AEP Section for Drug Addiction
2000	 Wilhelm Feuerlein Award
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